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MEMORANDUM RE MEETING WITH DRV, SEPTEMBER 15 t 1972 



1, I have received a message frorn Dr, K issinger amplifying 
his report of the meeting wit^^eDuc ThoonSeptemfcer^ 5 : 

2, The meeting lasted f or six hom isu The other side's attitude 
was defensive; they professed eagerness to set the earliest possible 
deadline for an overall settlement. As I have previously reported, 
they have never been so eager to have early and frequent meetings. 

There was none of their usual bravado about how U, S. and world 

• , * 

opinion are stacked against us and they kept asking repeatedly how 
quickly we wished to settle. Dr, Kissinger says that he had the 
impression that they were groping for their next move and did not 
seem to have a clear-cut strategy. 

3, On the substantive side, we tabled our peace proposal exactly 
as agreed with the GVN, except for two items on which President 
Nixon decided it was necessary to maintain our position if we were 

to be able to pursue the strategy which Dr. Kissinger outlined when 
he was here: 

1) We retained reference to "review of the constitution" 
in Point 4 (A) as this seemed to us consistent with the 
paragraph later in the same point providi 
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lg for a review. 
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2) Concerning the composition of the CNR, while we 
made some change in deference to GVN views, we did 
not feel that we could completely accommodate the 
position put forward by the GVN in its most recent 
Memorandum (September 13) in view of the considera- 
tions we had previously outlined. As tabled that passage 

# 

now reads; 

M The composition of the Committee will be as follows: 

-- Representatives of the Republic of Viet-Nam 
to be designated by the Government of the Republic 
of Viet-Nam; 

-- Representatives of the NLF to be designated 
by the NLF; 

-- Representatives of other political and religious 
tendencies in South Viet-Nam designated by mutual 
agreement between the Government of the Republic 
of Viet-Nam and the NLF. 

There will be international supervision of this 
election. " 

4. It will be noted that we did not make any reference to 
equal representation on the Committee. We did not tabie any 
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procedural proposal at all in view of the varLous objections raised 
by the GVN. We have tried to go as far as we possibly could, to 
meet the concerns of the GVN without undermining altogether our 
strategy* 

5. We believe that if we had not tabled Point 4 as we did, we 
would have had virtually nothing new to point to in our political 
offer, -Again we think there is a clear distinction between an 
essentially supervisory committee with carefully circumscribed 
functions and a full blown government. The functions of the CNR 
were carefully worded to avoid usurping any of the really meaning- 
ful administrative GVN functions. In any event, our new suggestion 
does not seem acceptable to the other side, 

6. Dr. Kissinger strongly criticized the recent public state- 
ments by the other side, especially the PRG statement of 
September 11. He also criticized their handling of POW releases, 

7. Concerning the new substantive and procedural proposals 
tabled by the other side, Dr. Kissinger took the position that these 
retain political demands which are fundamentally unacceptable. 

He told them we will not accept these plans and they would have to 
modify them. They agreed that we should study each other*s 
documents and meet again. 
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8. As evidence of their unpatience, they were clearly dis- 
appointed when Dr. Kissinger first proposed meeting on Septem- 
ber 29. They suggested September 22. We have finally agreed 

r 

to September 26. Again at their suggestion, we have agreed that 
the September 26 meeting could be carried over to a second day 

to September 27. We think it has cosmetic advantages and no 
drawbacks . 

9. In fact, it seems evident that the strategy which Dr. 
Kissinger outlined when he was in Saigon is paying off. The DRV 

i • 

has not gone public and their eagerness to meet again, possibly 
for two days, will be extremely helpful in the U. S. At our next 
meeting, we will table no new proposals and our strategy will be 
to force further movement in their position. 

- J 




